64                              DELESSEPS
The third clause was drafted in deference to the
wishes of General Oudinot and M. d'Harcourt. Both
these gentlemen were anxious for French occupation of
Rome, while De Lesseps, the more he saw of the situa-
tion, was increasingly against it.
The answer of the Triumvirate was that the
proposals were unacceptable; but days went by and no
counter-proposals were put forward. On the 22nd,
De Lesseps felt it incumbent, after consultation with
General Oudinot, to intimate that he deemed that he
had exhausted all the means of conciliation, and
announced the rupture of negotiations, with a notifica-
tion that the resumption of hostilities would be
intimated a week in advance. This brought an
immediate reply that no counter-proposals had been
put forward as fresh bases of negotiation had been the
subject of verbal communications between the President
of the National Assembly, General Oudinot, and the
United States Ambassador.
De Lesseps had heard nothing of all this, and at
once demanded an explanation from Oudinot. The
General rather lamely replied that he had attached no
importance to these talks: he remembered that the
American Ambassador had left a paper with him,,
which he had scarcely troubled to look at. This paper
contained the counter-proposals. They were impossible
of acceptance as at nearly every line mention was made
of the Roman Republic, which De Lesseps had been,
specifically informed must not be officially recognised.
It was disturbing enough to find that the Roman
authorities were going behind his back; but further
than that De Lesseps was to find! that there was an